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Educating blind children with sishted children is not a new 
idea, Many countries can voiat § ich 9oride to individual blind 
persons from past or »sresent cenera who have received tuch, 
or even ali, of th educsi : coim- 
saratively new is our 20th c sLanned 
prosrams waiicn ena 
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about 200 ° ind children in schools for the - 
at Portucal 150. There are smaller mumbers 
Austria, Englend, France, Holland, Norway and Yugoslavia. New 
Sroeraims ek Dpesin this fall in West Germany and Iran. Ceylo 
has int Mees about 160, Israel /0, East Pakistan 15, India 350 
Malysia 100, Thailand 50, the Phillopines 500, Taiwan 2350. Eve 
year new programs begin in South Americe, Cen Prat 

Africa. New Zealand -nd fustrclin hieve inves vated 
blind children, Canada several hundred, the Unite: 
thousand. 
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Obviously, blind children have special needs which must be 
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met if they are to receive an education snywhere. It was assumed 


for nearly 700 years that these needs could be met only in svecial 
schools. Now it has been »roved around the world that it is possi 
ble to orovide them through planned programs of intesretion. 

Whaat accounts for thi his type of education? 
Why have intesrated progran develoned and develono- 
ing countries? Partly, there has been the factor, of 
srated programs cost less 7 country. 
has been the factor of stan often beer 





28 
construct zood aa eres HrOTrams am to conyince special school 
ey need to make improvements. Occasionally, “here was the ftoe 
of numbers. A. new type 3E incubator sroduced blind 

thousands of babies. srated orosrams later cared for the hun- 
dreds who could not be adnitted into the snecizl schools beccuse of 
soace.. #nmd in one smell country a survey found nearly 1,00C school- 
ase blind children receiving no education at all. It was faster to 
trein Peinerene teachers ond develo» intesrated srograms than it - 
would have been to build snecial schools. 
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work and to counsel serents and families of blind youth, an 
provide some tutoring to blind pupils. 
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3) The third key to intecration is specialized materials. - 
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How many years scnools for the blind, wherever they existed, ‘..d 
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only a minimm of tactus 4 


te i end sural material. To integrate blind 
children, one must have a creat deal of waterial. One country - 


Waich renlized this Liwaediately upon trial of Tea ae was Den 
mark. . Th: school for the blind decided to develop 
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his own laboratory for materials so that his staff eit enn ams 
enough for children in both the special schoal and in the frowing 
integrated programs. But were to set the staf£ for such a Labo- 
ratory and how to find the money to vay their salaries were very 

- ne : 


y 
larse questions. He found 1t wes possible to obtain »sersonnel - 
from the army from their list of consc ak tLous objectors. Within 
a short time there were 25 capable young men working out the pro 
blems of materials in cooperation with che teachers of blind - 
children. 


ther countries have solved the problem cf materials in other 
ways. But there must be materials. Blind children must have the 
same textbooks, reference materials, and maps as their sishted - 
compenions. Braille, recorded materials, raised tinos and diagrams 
and tancible aonaratus wust be available in creat quantities. The 
United States has found it possible to intexrate many pieced 
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«) The fourth key to integration is independence. Blind 
chiidren who oarticioate with sinhted children will undoubtedly 
ceive a certain amount of helo, but the sood intezrated prosran 

must include wuch instruction for each blind child on physical and 

ssycholosical independence. The blind child wust even learn to 

function faster in order to compete with the hes aa For eG 
ned to her resource teacher after her first - 
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day of integration, "You didn't tell me the other children eed 
turn their nages so fast." 
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Instruction in mobility has been vital for the integrated 


child, of course, but he has also had to maa habits of olannins 
for his total fumd ..ing, habits of indesendence in all his acti- 
vities. 
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Which system of education is better? If it were possible to 
chowse for your blind child or the children of your country, which 
pattern would you choose? Special schools or intezration? 

For meny years, at lea in the United States, there was con 
siderable argument over that question. Much of it was emotional 

ather than objective. The conclusion most neovle eventually - 
reached was that both systeus with ell the.+ nrlations were need 
ed, because we have mony kinds of blind children in many feograpni 
om settings. Furthermore, we know we heve both zood and bed - 
teacners. A good teacher can teach a blind child well under any 
type of program. A bad teacher is nearly always « bad teacher no 
matter where or whom he teaches. lence, for us at Least, the ar- 
sument ceased to exist as to whether or not we should ote ve only 
one o£ those tyoes of educatiorial systeus. 

Tt is wy privilege as = staff member of the American Founde- 
tion for Overseas Blind to travel in many countries. Often I hear 
che seme issues discussed resarding the virtues or faults of inte- 
grated education versus special schoools. It would seem that all 
must eventually cowe to the same conclusion which is, that to serve 
ae WO ee sooulation of blind children we need many tyves of 
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countries that what was done in 3 pean Wenn was the best possi 
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ble. It has been too easy for soverrmental officials to make - 
quick visits to svecial schools and Pete eh ais oi ware? ie ne 
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fm “So, ied LAs (on realy i ed ie d 7) te * 7? OX can “) 
aohosio. that there have been many thines not zood there. 2) A 
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second assumption about cial schools was that Roupue rs there 


eoined sz ee oncins ie knowledze about blindness. We 
know now cae this is not necessarily true. Often older teachers 
passed onto to younser teachers poor ways ve teachings various sub- 
jects, incorrect information about blindness, and peculiar atti-~ 
tudes which hampered ench succeedine senerntion of blind children. 
3) A third assumption was thet it was a kindness of blind children 
to shelter them from the world of now siclited while they were - 
young and to prolong: their childhood as long as possible. Schools 
around the Rey often kept blind people in school until they were 


well into their 30! 


Intesrated education can help correct those old problems of 
special schools, can contribute to their improvement, for integra- 
tion iust be strongly tied the special schools. As one type of 
orograii Llourisches, the other will also. There must be coopera- 
tion between the two types of education, united effort to train - 
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he has the lesson in braille or not. The curriculum includes his- 
tory, Languase, srichmetic, sinsins and sometimes mucical instru- 
ments, relizion, end art. The blind child probably has two books 
in braille which is quite enough because of the amount of oral work. 
It is only in art that he occasionally nas a difficult time for he 
cannot understand the drawinzs or paintines of his friends. But 








waen the class mekes objects for the many festivals and holidays, 

ne understands and o2rticisates. A special teacher visits hin - 
twice a wpek, teaches him to read braille better, talks with his 
classroo:t teacher, and sometimes sees his fe: ine th 

ine season, when the villace is icolated, e 

nerant teacher for severnil weeks, but he h ne 

which were oreoared well dvance for him. Four years of educa- 
tion is cormion in his villaze, so after one more year of _scuool, 
he boy will join his fa end brothers in their work in ses rice 
fields He will live approximately the s life he would have - 
lived had he been sighted. 

Let us choose enother child in another country. A 16 year old 
boy in Portugal who attends one of the finezlycées for the sighted 
in the city. The director of the school is ex:remwely proud of the 
DIR g Ss for the several blind students in his school because he was 

larsely responsible for startine it, and it has been a success. Our 
15 year old ete is resistered in all the classes bis sighted class- 
mates take. In the school building there is a larze resource room 
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the resource 
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LOO: 


mself has just finisched because he wanted 
idea about tactual mans for blind students. 


fut 


“ere 1] 


are braille write: cypewriters, 





braille reference materials, and taped lessons one can listen t 
with Renee: The lo year old boy has most of the printed mate- 
rinls he needs in braille or om tane. Those he does not have can 
be read to him in serson, sometivie s by fellow students, sometimes 
by one of the resource teacher ies yeor he won © prize as one 
of the Dest athletes in the school. The education he receives 
meets most of his soecisl needs, olaces hin in competition with 
sighted younms people of his own ore and ves lain 
opportunities to develop in the world of eins education 
is broader and deener than wiat lie could have received in ony soe- 
cial school for the blind in his country since none is eat the stan 
dard of this superior lycée for the sichted. 


Let us Gist one wo 


re child. A 10 year old blind girl who 





is mentally retarded. She attends = school for retarded children 
in a large rural state in Anerica. There are three blind and many 
partially seeing children im this school for the mentally retarded. 
Our 10 year old blind sirl is in a class of sighted children of 
agoroxtinetely the seme mental ability as hers. Her classroom - 
teacher has learned a little sbout biind retarded children since 

she had others in her classes before our 10 year old. But she needs 
mony ideas from a specially trained Ltinerant teacher who visits 
daily. ‘The 10 year old cirl receives on hour of instruction every 


day from her etc teacher but the rest of the ay she is with 
the sighted children. Much of the curriculum is an active ome; 
that is, the ees wake things, they visit stores or farvs, and 
they learn oractical thines about daily livine. There is a strone 
program of onysical education. There is some reading and some work 
with muabers whlch is repeated often and in many weys. The blind 
child can narticioate in nearly all of the ectivities of the class 
except the handwriting. Then she uses a brnille writer. Her regu- 
lar teacher can help her when she has Beeereas) 


Three very different: 


willage in Asia, a sifted 
retarded ah in a school 


blind children mbt 
diftferentz sett accor 


TLS 9 
What of the attitudes 
communities? We know thea 


ally. 


To chance attitudes 
efLyve £Lactual information 


A 


emote 


o 
CL 


olind children. A in 


boy in an Be ice ly 


r 


for the retarded in bine: States. “Three 
successfully with the sighted in very 
dines to very different needs. 


of sighted classmates, of teachers, of 
t attitudes are taught and learned emotion 


about blind »ersons we need to do more: than 
about the normalcy 6 the blind. We tuet 


sive s tence children the opportunities of living, studying, playing 
with blind children. Research has shown what Be eeidetisy different 
attitudes aeokead children develos about the blind after having 


attented school with them 
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As for the teachers, three factors contribute dramatically to 
chances in their attitudes. First, the blind child himself, second 
atic 1 


ly the assistance from the poset iee teacher in teras of materials 
and ideas, thirdly the feed-back from the success gained in work- 
ing with the i 


Two more corments spout attitudes oul be edded to round out 
by Li Al 


the picture. [It is limportant to remember that all sishted children 
: S 


do not live in an ideal world of beloful attitudes sround thea, and 
most of them develop some resilience in deoling with the world iL 


general from their experiences at school. Lastly, it is important 
to remember that oll blind children in a agate for the blind do 
not live im an {deat world of heloful attitudes at school either. 
There are ucual ly many fellows stu ae yea with unhealthy 


a S 
attitudes even in a sheltered envirorent. 


One should not be afraid in an intesrated prograia Saks there ~ . 
will be unpleasant attitudes. One Pouids assume that ere will be 


and then wede in to correct then, not merely with Pane lei on but 


also with Beenie i is hela, and interaction with blind persons 
themselves. 


There Ready 
ly these provrsus 
sed on for many , years doiny a sre 
inefficiency. (What causes failur 


me Eailures amonz integrated programs. Usual 


1 


* a 


re) 
nave been drovped. Occasionally, they ! 
Pat to ” Six, , aw 

i+ deal of harm because of their 


NATTA ara Tes 
ar) 


In most cases f2tlures have come about because of the ane of 
one or tore of the followine necessities: zood adainistrati-, ~ 
leacership, well train syeciclists, adequate materials, Se bane 


i 
io 
tion amone sll vnersons concerned with the orocran. 


New programs should be well planned, not attewoted lig 
after a seminar of « few weeks. Failures are exnensive because the 
philosophy might ve blamed rether than its eee cae Then 
thousands of blind children around the world will heave no chance for 
an education. 


hr Ley 
MmelLy 


In the first few years of ene 19th century an Austrian edu- 
cator, Johann Klein, made the first known attempt at systematic 
intesration of blind pupils in ae Ve schools. He spoke of it as 
& logical method of education for most blind students. It hes 
taken more than a century and a half for his ideas to take root in 
ternationally. As late as the 1962 ICEBY Confererice held in Hanover 
integrated education was discussed as a zood thing cay mainly for 
develosinz countries who susposedly would not be able to afford 
enough special schools. Durins this past decade eee has 
taken hold in the develoned countries «as well. as orozress in the 
next ten years should make us all 2 little »roud to meet together 
in 1932 at the next ICEBY Conference. It is possible that by that 


time we shall be ready to sped some hours discussing creative 


a 


implementation of intesration as the norucal way of education for 
the majority of the blind co ildren of this world. 
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